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Foreword

The First Church in Windsor

celebrates its 350th anniversary in
1980. Looking back over the years,

it is most apparent how time and
events have changed the complex
ion of our world. Outwardly, per
haps, we don't much resemble
those early church members. But
inwardly, a kindred spirit, linking
generation to generation, has en
abled the Church to flourish and

keep Christ's message of love alive
in the world with each of these

succeeding generations.
This inner strength and vision
ary spirit has indeed been a pri
mary reason why the Church has

been able to exert a significant and
positive influence in the life of the
Windsor community both in the
past and at present.
Founded in Plymouth, England
on March 20, 1630 with the Rev
erends John Warham as minister
and John Maverick as lecturer,
that first 140-member congrega
tion set sail on the "Mary and
John,"bound for Dorchester,
Massachusetts and a new life.

Under the leadership of Pastor
John Warham, the group moved

The "Mary and John."

the congregation split into two
factions. One group erected an
imposing steepled structure in
1754 oivthe north end of the
Broad Street Green near where

Arthur Drug Store now stands.
Those who lived on. the other side
of the river chose to build their

and been replaced, and the win
dow with 35 panes in each sash.
The bell was a gift of Flenry Allyn
in 1801. In 1844, the tower was
removed when the Greek portico
was added to the front of the

Windsor Flail is now located.

building, and the high pulpit and

By 1792 a reconciliation of the
congregation had taken place, and
later a bridge spanning the river

the box pews were also removed

was built. The present Meeting

350th anniversary with a member
ship of over 900, worshipping in a
Meetinghouse that is close to 200
years old, we seek to focus on

house was erected in 1794 under

to Windsor in 1635 where the

Church grew to become an inte

Oliver Ellsworth.

The first Meetinghouse was

1754 and 1794, the sandstone
door sill which has since worn out

Meetinghouse on the spot where

the direction of a building com
mittee headed by Chief Justice

gral part of the religious, social,
and political life of the community.

which carried the dates of both

Three items from the previous

building were included in the new
Meetinghouse: the cornerstone

at this time.
Now as we commemorate our

where we have been and how we

have grown these last fifty years.
Perhaps in this way, we may get a
glimmer of our future, and begin

erected in 1639 inside a stockade

to understand what the Lord has

on the Palisado Green facing east

in mind for this congregation in
the years ahead.

toward the present Windsor Recre
ation Center; subsequently a sec
ond one was built on the same site

"But life is worth nothing unless I use it
for doing the work assigned me by the
Lord Jesus — the work of telling others

in 1684. The Farmington River
often made travel to church im

possible, especially during the
flood season, and so when fire
destroyed that second building.

the Good News about God's mighty
The Meetinghouse as built in 1794.

kindness and love."

Acts 20:24 (Living Bible)

ONE

AWdd
From The
Minista* .

One of the activities of the Con

gregational Historical Society is to
aid churches as they plan anniver
sary celebrations. While we were

planning ours we got a very nice
letter from the Historical Society
speaking of how much such a cel
ebration could mean. The letter

Somehow we must follow our own

cautioned that sometimes an anni

versary could become a "mill

agenda. At times, both during the
350 years and the last fifty years,

stone" instead of a "milestone."

our members have done that.

I suppose an anniversary be

They have found "strength to

comes a millstone when we look
:r-^Vr^-i-T-

--r.r

exclusively backward. It becomes
a milestone when we trace where
we've come from and look for

ward to where we're going. It is

are a community of people always
on the move, always being called
to new places. Rather than taking
us backward it can turn us ahead,
knowing that we come from a

An anniversary such as ours can
remind us that we weren't "born
^

.■ -.--''---^•:r--. ...
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An anniversary can be a mile

Committee that our 350th birth
stone.

'

what the Christian faith is about.
stone. It can remind us that we

^->=-'::^:'''''V 'r/'
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love," an inward direction and
balance, an ability to reach out
and care. These things are really

the sincere hope of the 350th
day celebration will be a mile

-

In this booklet we are particular
ly focusing on the last fifty years.
That period has seen a great many
changes. Windsor has grown. The
Church has changed with it. Yet
the Church is not just another
part of the town or the culture.

yesterday." In a time when people
are looking for their roots, a
"350th" is a way of saying that we
go back a long way, at least by
this country's standards. There

V,

have been a lot of faithful men

whole line of adventurers and that

all this adventuring is focused on
one who is the "pioneer and perfecter of our faith."

Who knows just what shape our
future or the future of our congre

and women who have been a part
of this community of believers.
We picture the old timers, espe
cially, as looking and acting much
different from us. In some ways

gation will take? I don't. Surely
we need to be open to one anoth
er and to the Spirit. Each of us
has certain gifts and a Christian

they surely did and were. The
world is vastly different than it

er those gifts. Each of us has a call

community can help us to discov

was in 1630 or 1820 or even 1930.

and a Christian community can
help us to hear and follow that

Surely, though, there is a spirit

call.

that old timers and new timers

As a Church we need to find

share. We are rooted in the same

our rootage in the Scriptures and

faith, a faith that in some respects
is always at odds with commonly
accepted notions of success, great
ness, and power. It is also a faith
that constantly urges us to go out
into new territory, to travel light,

the knowledge that we are meant

to respond to a call.

to be the Body of Christ. That
means being willing to become
servants. It means reaching out in
response to God's love for us. As
we celebrate this milestone, I hope
it will be a time of looking back to
what God has done and of trying

to respond to what He asks of us
today.

F. VanGorder Parker.-

First
Chrirch
In WindsOT

Minister — F. VanGorder Parker

Senior Pilgrim Fellowship

Associate Minister — Jon W. Day

Prudential Board

Organist and Choir Director —
Francis J. Angelo

Active Church Membership — 948
Sunday School Enrollment — 205

Boards and Committees Serving
First Church
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Stewardship Committee
Woman's Club

PUBLICATION OFFICE:
First Church in Windsor
107 Palisado Avenue

Windsor, Connecticut 06095
(203) 688-7229

Board of Christian Education

Concern for the preservation of

Board of Christian Outreach
Board of Deacons
Board of Trustees

early church records resulted in
the compilation of materials
covering the 250th, 275th, and

Cabinet

300th anniversaries. These materi

Junior Pilgrim Fellowship

als were sent to the Congregation
al Historical Library in Boston

Men's Club

Mid-morning Coffee Group

where they are now available to

Music Committee

students and research workers in

Nursery School

church history.
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in 1930 with a pageant "Pathways
to the Light." Over 2000 descen
dants of the original settlers, as
well as past Windsor residents,
were personally invited to the
Pageant by the Church. About
150 of the persons participating in
the Pageant were connected by

The Latest

Fifty Years
"Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit."

birth with men and women who

Matt. 28:19(RSV)

From the very beginning, each
minister has played a distinctly
unique role in the life of First
Church, offering to his congrega:rrk'- "ii-.

Theodore Phillips Nelson.

either came over on the "Mary
and John" or who were early set
tlers of Windsor. Many played the
parts of their ancestors.
The baptismal font which stands
at the front of the sanctuary was
presented to the congregation at

Association, and as founder and
chairman of the Windsor Branch
of the Red Cross.

Described as a "gentle man of
high courage," Mr. Nelson and
his wife, Harriet Louise Cooke
Nelson, suffered a deep personal
tragedy when their twelve-year
old son drowned in the Farm-

ington River. They established a
fund in memory of this boy, The
odore Phillips Nelson, the income
of which still provides each sec
ond grader in the Church with a
Bible.
The Reverend Roseoe Nelson.

tion guidance along the spiritual
paths and inspiration for ventur
ing forth into the secular world as
a committed Christian.
The Reverend Roscoe Nelson

"But call to remember the former
days. . ."
Hebrews 10:32 (King James)

A milestone during Mr. Nelson's
pastorate was the Tercentenary of
First Church which was celebrated

Replica of the "Mary and John" built for the
Tercentenary Celebration by Charles M.
Wtlmot former owner of the present day
Parsonage.

led First Church into the 20th

century continuing as its pastor
until 1932. During his forty years
of service to the Church, Mr. Nel
son officiated at 615 funerals, 288
marriages, baptized 370 babies,
and personally received 740
members into the parish.
Flis concern reached out into

the community as well, where he
shared his time and talents as a

member of the School Board,
President of the Windsor Library

First Church founders requesting permission of King Charles and Queen Henrietta to come to
the New World, as depicted in "Pathways to the Light."
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this time by descendants of these
early members and settlers in
commemoration of the Church's

Having devoted more than half
of his life to the ministry, Mr.
Nelson retired in 1932 becoming

300th anniversary.

minister emeritus of First Church.

One of the permanent remind
ers of the Tercentenary is the
Woman's Club costume collection,
a source of both joy and revenue

At the farewell reception for Mr.
and Mrs. Nelson, well-wishers
presented them with a purse quot
ing from Daniel 12:3: "And they
that be wise shall shine as the bright
ness of the firmament, and they that
turn many to righteousness as the stars
forever and ever."

which the Woman's Club shares

each year in some way with the
Church.

Mr. Nelson was to return many
times in years following to assist
in special services — the last time

being in 1958 on his 97th birth
day to preach the Sunday morn
ing sermon.

Alford Carleton — Student Assistant
Minister to Roscoe Nelson.

K

Another highlight of this Ter
centenary year was the ordination
of Alford Carleton, student assis
tant minister to Mr. Nelson and

the grandson of former First
Church minister Gowen Wilson.

Shortly after his ordination, Mr.
Carleton and his family left First
Church to begin a ministry with
the American Board of Foreign
Missions in Turkey. The blue em
broidered scarf which occasionally
hangs in front of the pulpit on
Communion Sundays was a gift to
the Church from the Carletons

while they were serving in Tur
key. Dr. Carleton was later to be
come President of Aleppo College
in Syria, a tie which First Church
has nurtured over the years both
with monetary and moral support.

Roscoe Nelson on his 95th birthday.
FIVE

In February 1932 Theodore

Frank arrived, along with his wife
Frances Elizabeth Humphreys
Frank and their two children, to
begin his ministry at First Church.

William Beard served as interim
minister until the arrival of Her
bert and Marion Hall Morrell and

Mr. Frank had been on the facul

their two children in early 1948.

ty of American University at

The Reverend Theodore Fank — 1932-1942.

In the aftermath of World War

Cairo, and chairman of the Com

II, the Church's social concern

mittee on Social Action of the
Connecticut Conference of Con

continued to grow under the aegis
of Mr. Morrell, resulting in the

gregational Churches.
His deep commitment to the
Church's responsibilities in the
secular world led to a lengthening

sponsorship of a displaced German
family, the Stockmans, who came
to live in the Hartford area in
1952. Later in 1956 the Church

of First Church's outreach arm.

was again to respond to a similar

Concern for the migrant tobacco
workers and the youngsters
employed in the textile industry

humanitarian need by sponsoring
a Hungarian refugee family.

was translated into action when the

congregation helped to establish a
Family Service Agency in Windsor.

"O send out thy light and thy truth; let

Mr .Twichell assumed the position
of Chaplain at Loomis School. Dr.

"Unless the Lord builds the house,
those who build it labor in vain."
Psalm 127:1 (RSV)

them lead me. .

There was a surge in member
ship, and pledges quadrupled in
the early 50 s. Significant changes
in the physical plant of First
Church also occurred. During

Psalm 43:3(King James)

1953-54 the Parish House which

The Rev. Joseph H, Twichell — 1943-1947.

The year 1943 saw the arrival of a
new minister, Joseph H. Twichell.
His four-year pastorate at First
Church was marked by several
memorable events — the dedica
tion of the Honor Roll and the

American and Christian flags in
the sanctuary, and in 1944 services
marking 150 years of worship in
the present Meetinghouse.
Mr. Twichell and his wife
Esther Stockton Schoonmaker

Twichell left in 1947 when
Groundbreaking for the new Parish House.
■'^•
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stood at the corner of Broad and
Union Streets was sold to the

At this time members and
friends of the Church donated the

Masonic Order, the Pierson House
property was bought, the parson
age at 143 Palisado Avenue was
sold, and the present parsonage at
101 Palisado Avenue, which had

Worship Center for the Parish
House Chapel in honor of Alice
Morgan who had served as direc
tor of the Sunday School for fortytwo years. The cross and candles
for the Chapel were a gift of the
Abigail Wolcott Ellsworth Chapter

been built for the Reverend Willi

am Russell, was purchased from
Dr. Newell R. Kelley for over
$25,000.

The 325th anniversary of First

of the DAR.
The new Parish House was

completed and dedicated in 1956,

Church was marked in 1955 with

and Roscoe Nelson was honored

groundbreaking ceremonies for

at a special reception recognizing
his many years of devotion to First

the new Parish House which was

to cost $125,000. President Eisen
hower joined with the congrega
tion in celebrating that momen
tous day by sending this message:
"I hope you will be strengthened
in your devotion to the principle
that the individual citizen has the

right to believe and worship as he
chooses."

Church by naming Fellowship
Hall for him.

"Train up a child in the way he should
go, and when he is old he will not

First Church Parsonage built in 1753 by the
Reverend William Russell.

depart from it."
Proverbs 22:4(RSV)
That same year First Church
sought to answer the educational

w

I

The Reverend Herbert Morrell laying the cornerstone for the new Parish House.
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Group, the school staff Christmas
Fund, and from individual donors
to assist those youngsters needing
tuition aid.

"But if Ice walk in the light, we have
fellowship with one another
"
I John 1:7(RSV)
The Nursery School has been just
one of the many contributions the
Woman's Club has made to First
Church.

The club was first organized in
1911 to "promote a spirit of
Christian fellowship and helpful
ness in the parish and to support

the general welfare of First
Church." Members joined circles

The world through a child's eyes in nurserv school.
and emotional needs of families in

the Church who were seeking a
safe and caring atmosphere in
which to place their young chil
dren. Through the efforts of the
Evening Bridge Group, the First
Church Nursery School was

Officers and
Committees
OF THE

tADlESBENEVOLENT
SOCIETY
Of THE

established.

COr«:fiECATIONAL
CHUHCH.

WINDSOR.CONN.

FCHt THE YEAR

1899

WOMAN'S
MISSIONARY SOCIETY
-

OF no;

FIRST CHURCH

-

In the beginning, volunteers
from this group staffed the
nursery school, and built, bor
rowed, or improvised the furnish
ings. Now, with an enrollment of
over 100 children, the school en
joys a reputation for excellence in
early childhood education
throughout the Greater Hartford
area. Staffed by a professional
director and teachers trained espe
cially for the education of three
and four year olds, the school has
been chosen by St. Joseph College
as a practice teaching laboratory
for those individuals preparing for
a degree in Elementary Education.

^ sad* month at ? P. M. •

of the Congri^^'on ai*
mviced ru ds
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a unit once a month to encourage
fellowship. Over the years, groups
such as the Book Lovers, the

Hobby Group, Evening Bridge
Group, Arts and Crafts, Commu
nity Welfare Group, Merry Wives,
Garden Group, the Young

Mothers, Costume Group, and the
Mid-morning Coffee Group have
developed to meet the needs and
interests of a changing and grow
ing membership.
By sponsoring fairs, fashion
shows, home tours, and luncheons,
the Woman's Club has raised

money to purchase the pew
cushions in the sanctuary, and the
drapes and carpeting for the

Church library — just a few of the
many gifts they share each year

Nursery School is comprised of

with the Church as a whole.
One of the most successful
events ever undertaken was the
1978 Christmas Home Tour when
First Church members and friends

First Church women who have

opened their festively decorated

expressed their interest in contin
uing the educational goals of the
school. Scholarship funds have
been established by the Woman's
Club, the Mid-morning Coffee

houses to the public, raising over
$4500. Some of these monies have

The Executive Board of the

Mesc^j »l>« fins- ISssssby

which were organized as interest
groups, but the club always met as

since been used to redecorate the

Morrell Room and buy carpeting
for the Parish House.

cross was placed at the graves of
all former First Church ministers

^■SSsSgSS!^

** 1 . ■" ""^

buried in the Palisado Cemetery.
Roscoe Nelson, age 98, was hon
ored as the oldest member in at
tendance.

Restoration of the Meetinghouse
also began in 1960. Workers
cleaned through twenty layers of
paint and shellac to restore the
Honduras mahogany finish on
the top rails of the pews; the ro
settes at the end of the pews were
replaced; the frieze work at the
bottom of the rounded ceiling and

W?!E^«r:^^<-y:"-?':--.z-'<:;>::&*xW2v'<v:^'vx<VS-::^

hand-carved woodwork were re-

emphasized; the handhewn rafters
St8w&

The Blaisdell home on Pierson Lane — one of the houses on the Woman's Club Christmas Tour.

Built in 1787 by Daniel Porter,

Conscious of their responsibility
not only to the parish, but to the
community as well, the women
continue to help with Meals on
Wheels, the Protestant Women's
Club Scholarship Fund project,
the Interfaith Bloodmobile in

Windsor, and "Operation Deep
Freeze" which provides frozen
cakes to Norwich Mental FFospital.
Closer to home, many lend their
time and talents to arranging the

flowers in the sanctuary for the
Sunday morning service, and in
providing flowers for the ill and
bereaved members of the church.
Another active arm of the
Church is the Men's Club which

seeks to "promote good fellowship
and closer acquaintance among
the men of the community and to
furnish organized support for the
enterprises of First Church. "
Monthly dinners or card parties
help the Men's Club raise funds
which go directly to the General
Fund of the Church or to various

"I will hear what God the Lord will

speak. .
Psalm 85:8 (King James)

During the summer of 1957,
Mr. Morrell and the Reverend

Robert Duce, pastor of the PettsWood Congregational Church in
Kent, England, one of the young
est Congregational churches in

underneath the balconies and
choir loft were restored and new

ceilings installed in these areas;
the arched ceiling was painted
azure blue, the walls antique apri
cot and the woodwork an oyster
white; the belfry was repaired; the
organ regilded; and the Sunday
School room which had been ad
ded in 1889 was remodeled into a
choir room.

the world, exchanged pulpits.
Mr. Duce's background as a
playwright of religious drama and
his TV ministry added still anoth
er dimension and source of en

richment to the congregation in
Windsor.

In 1958 Dr. Fiollis Fluston, with
his wife Annie Laura Cotten

Huston and their three children,

returned from England where Dr.
Huston had been a Fulbright Fel

low, to become the twenty-first
minister of First Church.

The year 1960 marked a Home

coming Celebration honoring all
those living ministers who had

projects of the Church boards.
One very important contribution
has been a yearly donation to the

served First Church. A second

Silver Lake Conference Fund.

hung to the right of the pulpit,
and as part of this celebration, a

marble tablet, inscribed with the
most recent ministers' names, was

The Reverend Hollis Huston— 1958-1967.
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A number of gifts were made to
the Church at this time including
new flags and lighting fixtures for
the sanctuary, and the Book of
Remembrance, used to record

memorial gifts to the Church.
"Don't you realize that all of you
together are the house of God. .
I Cor. 3:16 (Living Bible)

The Reverend Craig G. Whitsitt — Associate
. " Minister — I963rl966.

The year 1961 was an historic
one for many Congregational
churches throughout the country
including First Church. On May
1st of that year, members voted
"y®s" to the constitution of the
United Church of Christ, making
it a member congregation of the
United Church, the new denomi
national body formed through the
union of the Congregational

"Take, eat, this is my body broken for you.'

The ecumenical movement

gathered momentum in the early
1960s throughout the country and
Windsor was no exception. First

Church responded by helping to
establish the Interfaith Communi

ty Forum in 1963 with Hollis
Huston as its first chairman.

Called a "breakthrough of the
barrier existing between religious

groups,"the Forum represented

Christian Churches and the Evan

all Windsor churches, and sought

gelical and Reformed Church.

to promote the regular sharing
among religious groups of their
mutual concerns through studies

With an ever increasing mem
bership came the ever increasing
need to minister to the spiritual

and conversations within the

needs of these members. Conse

Forum, and through occasional

quently, First Church added a

open meetings designed to inform

part-time Associate Minister to its

the community on such concerns.
Another manifestation of the

staff in 1963 — the Reverend

Craig Whitsitt. Mr. Whitsitt had
previously served as minister of
Fourth Congregational Church in
Hartford and on the staff of the
Connecticut Conference of Con

gregational Christian Churches as
Minister of Men and Missions.

Upon Mr. Whitsitt's retirement
in 1966, the Reverend Howard
Champe who had served churches
in Mexico, Florida, and Connecti
cut joined the church family as
Associate Minister, remaining in
this position until 1970 when a

growing ecumenical climate oc
curred in 1966 when First Church

and Congregation Beth Ahm
shared worship services for the
first time. The seeds for this rela

tionship were planted in 1960
when First Church had adopted
and disseminated a resolution

declaring its intention to support
increased understanding among

peoples within the community,
state, nation, and the world, and
its determined opposition to all
sentiments and acts of intolerance.

added to the staff.

A close relationship between the
two congregations has continued

"Each of us is a part of the one body of

through the mutual sharing of be

Christ."

liefs and traditions. Especially

full-time Associate Minister was

to develop over the ensuing years

I Cor. 12:12 (Living Bible)

The Reverend Howard C. Champe Associate Minister — 1966-1970.
TEN

meaningful to First Church mem-

again open doora to help answer
this same haunting question.
In the fall of 1967 Dr. Huston

"TKt's b the new agreement in my bloodT"

resigned to accept a position as
visiting lecturer in New Testament
at the Hartford Seminary Foundation. In his ten years as minister
many changes were wrought both
in the outward appearance of the
Church as well as in the inward

journeys of the members as they
struggled during the turbulence
bers was the Seder Supper served

to them by Rabbi Creditor in
1978.

and social unrest of the 60s to
make the voice of the Church

heard in a meaningful way.

The ecumenical movement was

also alive and active among the
young people of the Windsor
churches. In 1967 the Pilgrim Fel
lowship and the CYO together
composed a litany for peace and
brotherhood which was presented
at the annual Interfaith Service
where all Windsor churches came

together for worship.
"I will hear what God the Lord will

speak. ■
Psalm 85:8 (King James)

"What can we do to help?" be
came a pervasive question during
the 60s as the Church began to
recognize the healing role it must
play in a society torn by racial
conflict. An "Inner City Summer
School" was one of the answers to

this haunting question.
Established by the Board of
World Service, a camp for thirty
children aged four through six was
opened using the facilities of First
Church Nursery School. Here
twenty minority children from
the inner-city and ten First
Church youngsters played and
Worked together for the summers
of 1968-1970. It was a growing
experience for all concerned —
cementing friendships among
children, teenagers, and adults
alike, which in the future would

Our Christian World Mission

had become a living concern as
outreach efforts were heightened
in a personal attempt to bring
Christ's message of love to the
local community, the state, and
the world-at-large.
First Church was instrumental

in developing the Festival of
Christian Brotherhood, and the

Board of World Service helped to
organize the Interfaith Communi
ty Forum which later led to the
creation of the Human Relations

Council. A tutoring project at the
Inner-City Exchange was institut
ed by the Pilgrim Fellowship; a
temporary assistant minister from
Japan, Masayoski Murakami,
joined the staff sharing his tradi
tions and teachings with the com
munity; and the Church spon

sored a Cuban refugee family, assist
ing them in their resettlement ef

forts and adaptation to a new way
of life.

"For he who finds me finds life and ob
tains favor from the Lord."
Proverbs 8:35(RSV)
Religious education had taken
on new meaning as the UCC
Sunday School curriculum was
adopted by First Church, the
Adult Education program was im-

FREDDIE
CHARTiER^
SCHOOL OF

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION :
FOR

EXCEPTIONAL
CHILDREN

.
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plemented, and out of the grow
ing concern for the spiritual needs
of the exceptional child, the Fred
die Chartier School for Religious

Parker had served congregations
in Ohio, Michigan, and

Education was born in 1966 as a

"Make a joyful noise to the Lord.-. - .'
Come into his presence with singing. . ."

memorial to the son of Lucille and
Edmund Chartier.

Housed at First Church, staffed
by volunteers, and financially aid
ed by many local citizens, organi
zations, and businesses, the school
continues to provide an opportu
nity for Protestant and Roman
Catholic youngsters from Windsor
The Reverend F. VanGorder Parker, 1968. •

Psalm 100:1,2(RSV)
Another new arrival in 1968

was the organ from Cassavant
Frere, Ltd. in Quebec. The origi

nal organ had been installed in
1872, and needed the sexton to

hand pump the bellows until 1915

and Bloomfield to share an after

when it was electrified.

noon together each week in reli
gious and social communion.
Teenage volunteers, Windsor
clergymen, teachers, and other
professionals participate in the
school program as well as serve on

The new organ had 1308 indi
vidual pipes that ranged in size
from % inch to 10 feet, and a full
ness of tone which delighted the

the Board of Directors.

After Dr. Huston's resignation,
the Reverend Richard Carter,
former minister in Suffield, served

as interim pastor until the arrival
of the Reverend F. VanGorder

congregation and the choirs alike.
Those who attended the dedica
tion ceremonies thrilled to the

Senior Choir's debut performance
of the anthem "I Am the Door,"

written especially for this memo
rable occasion by Robert Jones.
The choir has always been an

Parker and three children in

integral part of the service at First
Church, beginning back in 1894

February 1968. Before accepting
the call to First Church, Mr.

Euphonia Society of Windsor and

Parker, his wife Lucille Hempel

m
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Massachusetts.

when it was known as the

sang at graduations as well as in

the Senior Choir have flourished

church.

and grown both in numbers as

In 1927 a paid quartet furnished
the vocal music, continuing to do

Senior Choir soon found itself

so until 1940 when choir director

Robert R. Voorhies expanded the
already enlarged quartet into a
volunteer choir. A few years earli
er he had organized a junior choir
which numbered nearly forty
members.

During World War II, a paid

well as in their repertoires. The

performing outside of Church as
well as at special choral concerts
in Church. And so it was the First

Church Oratorio Society was born,
the name adopted by the Senior
Choir for these special events be
ginning with their Good Friday
performance of Mozart's "Re

quartet returned until the 1950s
when the Senior Choir once again

quiem" in 1979.

was revitalized.

"Let the little children come unto me,

Under the leadership of choir
director and organist Louise Reno,
the Mary and John and the

and do not hinder them; for to such

Theodore Nelson Youth Choirs

were formed in the early 1960s.
Their public performance at St.
Joseph College of Benjamin Brit
ten's "A Ceremony of Carols,"
based on a collection of Yuletide

poems from the Middle Ages, was
indeed a tribute and testimony to
the musical talents and dedication

of these young people.
Francis Angelo became organist
and choir director in 1970. Since

that time, the youth choirs and

belongs the kingdom of God."
Luke 18:16(RSV)
The year 1969saw the retirement
of Frances Drury as Superinten

The Reverend jon Day
Associate Minister — 19.70-1979-

dent of the Church School after

fifteen years of service.
Sunday School had first been
instituted in 1819 with an enroll

ment of 175 children and thirtytwo teachers. When Miss Drury
took over in 1954 worship services
were being conducted in Sill
House, and close to 400 children
were meeting in classrooms at
Chaffee School, Pierson House,
and the choir room. Two Sunday
School sessions were conducted to
coincide with the two Church ser
vices at 9:30 and 11.

As missions were an important

part of the Sunday School curric
ulum, occasional visits by Mary
Alice and Fred Shepard, mission
aries and teachers at Aleppo Col
lege in Syria, were greeted with
much enthusiasm. One year the
children sold enough candy to
buy books and furnishings for

CBTALOGU&
fi%n.'

Pooph'? Soaptii

m

Christian Bdmitor--'

Aleppo College, and still had
enough money left over to help
purchase the piano in the Chapel.
The Shepards have since moved
to Turkey where they are associ
ated with three mission schools,
but the Church still hears from

Since the restoration of the steeple in 1969,
the bell tolls the ending of worship on many
Sundays.
THIRTEEN

them regularly and looks forward
to their periodic visits.
The Sunday School program
and the youth activities were
taken over by Jon Day when he
became Associate Minister in

David Henry's Ordination — the first in forty-two years.
Left to right — former First Church Minister, Hollis
Huston; David Henry; the Reverend F. VanGorder
Parker; Mrs. Harvev McArthur, Assistant Moderator of
the Hartford Association of the United Church of Christ;
the Reverend Jon Day.

1970. Coming from a pastorate in
Falls Village, Connecticut, Jon, his
wife Dorothy Rook Day and two
sons moved into the newly pur
chased parsonage on Ford Road.
Another important event took
place at First Church that same
year — the ordination of David
Ffenry, a graduate of Hartford
Seminary and Ohio Wesleyan,
who had been a student intern at

First Church working with the
youth groups. Dave was one of a
number of seminary interns like
Paul Schoonmaker, Dick Pryce,
and Jeff Craw who came to First

and to the Connecticut Prison

Gal. 5:13(RSV)

1972 brought special recognition
to Florence B. Mills who was re

Association.

Board of Christian Outreach
monies were also directed into the

tiring after fifty years of service as

Windsor Fuel Bank to help

both Assistant Treasurer and

Financial Secretary of the Church.

families needing loans for heating
fuel and expenses. Other monies

At the Annual Meeting, the First
Church Christian Ministry Schol

were allocated to decorate and
furnish a room in the Mack Street

arship Fund was renamed the

time for church work. In recent
years, several First Church mem

home for retarded young adults
purchased by the Windsor Inde
pendent Living Association.
The chapel in the Parish House
was opened to the AME Zion
Church to use for worship ser
vices until such time as they could

bers have been the recipients of

build their own church.

these monies.

Children and adults alike con
tributed to the success of the

Florence B. Mills Scholarship
Fund. This scholarship is awarded
to First Church or Hartford Asso

ciation young people studying full-

Another scholarship fund was
established by Robert F. Belden
in 1977 to be awarded yearly to
both a First Church boy and girl
who are continuing their educa
tions on the collegiate level.

FOURTEEN

"God has given each of us the ability
to do certain things well."
Romans 12:6 (Living Bible)

another."

was a youth minister.

A Saturday at the Mack Center — Playing.

Church's young people eagerly be
came integral parts of the Church
boards, adding another valuable
perspective to the Church at work.

. , .''but through love be servants of one

the 1960s to work with the young
people of the Church before there

A Saturday at the Mack Center — Molding.

there was no conflict with state
law. It was then that First

The 70s were a time of reaching
out further into the community
and the world-at-large. Here at
home, members gave both finan
cial and personal support to the
ten-week program for inner-city
youngsters at the Mack Center in
Hartford, to the tobacco workers
ministry and the campus ministry,

Church during the latter part of

A Saturday at the Mack Center — Baking.

In addition to these educational

assistance opportunities, a by-laws
change in 1973 gave young people
a stronger voice in church life ,
enabling members of the congre
gation fifteen years and older to
vote, hold office, and to take full
part in church affairs as long as

Heifer Project, raising the money
to purchase three heifers to send
to Turkey. A matching gift from
the Warren Thrall Farm made it
six heifers instead.

Our Christian World Mission

increased significantly throughout
the decade reaching out to help
the YMCA in Jerusalem, the
Meals for Millions project, and to
assist UCC missionary Jack Par
sons in his work with the Black
and Colored churches in South
Africa.

Higher education was supported
with monies to Bacone College

which enrolls a large number of
American Indians, plus individual
church members responded to the

Vah Parker greeting parishioners as they leave the Sunday morning service.

financial needs of six Southern

Congregational Black colleges
with pledges to the 1776 Fund.
But perhaps most exciting of all
during the decade of the 70s was

Connecticut. As a way of saying
"thank you" for allowing our
young people to have this
enriching experience, the Church

the increased personal commit

set aside monies to use as scholar

ment and witness members were

ship funds for young people from

making to the Church's outreach

other churches who would like to

efforts.

attend.

"In everything you do, put God

There have been a number of
milestones in the life of the

first. .

Proverbs 3:6 (Living Bible)
Concern for the spiritual nourish
ment of First Church members

also had a significant resurgence
during the 1970s. A number of

Bible study groups were formed,
and the Second Hour Adult Edu

cation program after church began
to focus on a wide variety of
topics ranging from the healing
ministry to the impact of special
education in the classroom.
The Church's book collection

Church these last few years — the
burning of the Parish House
mortgage in 1975; the privilege of

personally welcoming and lending
support to the new congregation
of the National UCC, the Button
Gwinnett Church in Lilburn,
Georgia; the ordination of Edith
O'Donnell, former First Church
member who now ministers at

Center Church in Hartford; and

the beginnings of a pastoral coun
seling center in Windsor by Asso

was expanded and a room set

ciate Minister Jon Day.
Today First Church stands at

aside for a library. Greater partici
patory worship was encouraged

rooted in the 350 year tradition of

by having lay persons read the
Scriptures, and parishioners were
encouraged to share their "Joys

spiritually — striving to spread the
good news in the world today.

and Concerns" with the congrega
tion as a whole during the Sunday
morning services.
The number of adult retreats

The burning of the-Parish House mortgage.

the threshold of the 1980s, firmly
its founding — seeking to grow

"Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father who is in

grew as did the number of young

heaven."

people attending the Silver Lake
summer conferences in Sharon,

Amen.

Matthew 5:16(RSV)
Ordination Day for Edith O'Donnell,
April 22, 197y.
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The Reverend

John Day
Jon Day will be leaving First
Church shortly to answer a call
which has intensified for him over

the years — the call to open a
Counseling Center in Windsor.
This Center will use the facilities

of Pierson House, and although
the center is not affiliated with

First Church, many members
serve on its Board of Directors.

Jon has given much of himself

-rw N
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in his nine years as Associate
Minister of First Church. Perhaps
he will best be remembered for
his keen sense of the past, and his
ability to make this past come
alive for us today, especially our
First Church history.
In 1977 Jon embarked upon a

trip he had dreamed about for
many years — a journey to Israel.
We asked Jon to share with us
here some of his feelings and re
flections on this deeply moving
experience.

The Reverend Jon Day.
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Rdiecdons
The culmination of many dreams
came to pass during the Summer

On weekends, more or less free
to my own inventions, I discov

love for it all. So I contrived to
take a few of the members of First

of '77 when I arrived at Tell Hesi

ered for myself what the Holy
Land has meant to pilgrims the
world over. Just to be there, as a

Church back with me in January
of 1979 on an eight-day tour. The
same feelings returned to me as I
led my little band of pilgrims: June
and Ray Shafer, Bonnie and A1
Surwill. As we visited the place of
Jesus' birth, where he ministered,
where he was crucified, and the
place in which he was buried, I

on a hot, dry, dusty day in midJune. For the next six weeks I
worked alongside a hundred
others from the U.S. and Canada

to uncover secrets which lay

minister of the Gospel, with the
opportunity to visit all those
places which, until then, had

buried in the sands of Israel since

been but names in the Bible:

the Early Bronze Age, some three
thousand years and more. I have

Bethlehem, Capernaum, Nazareth,
the Dead Sea, and of course, the
Holy City, Jerusalem. I developed

been interested in both the Bible

and archaeology from the age of a
dozen years or so, and now, to ac
tually walk the land, touch it,
taste it. .. it was the fulfillment of

hopes and aspirations I had nur
tured many years. I could actually
"be" the archaeologist. I could ac
tually dig up the very articles of
life from ancient times. I could
examine at close hand and even
touch the exhibits one sees in

museums. I could speak with
noted scientists in the field.

shared with them some odd stories

dusty paths for it is a place of

I knew, and trivial facts, and my
sense of delight at coming home

strange and wonderful surprises,

in a way.

of unusual customs and friendly
faces, of sounds and silences. How
can one express the beauty and
the ugliness? How can one put in

presence: that sense of the holy
that can only be felt. We had

a love for those ancient stones and

And we came in touch with a

to words the contrasts that are

sought, and had found; we had
asked, and it was given; we had

Jerusalem?

knocked and it was opened to us.

Upon my return, I found that I
failed time and again to tell my
story adequately of what I had
done and how it felt, and of my

Jon Day
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recognition to those who have

The

been members for forty or more

Jtrfui Wariiam
Club
Each year on the third Sunday
in May, First Church gives special

Bessie Foye
Sylvia Abell
Kenneth W. Barber .
Ruth Hayden
^

1906
1907
. . . . . 1907
. 1907

Jane Nearing
Ruth Porteus
Frederick C. Nelson

Edith Morgan
Dorothy Snelgrove
Leonard W. Allaire
Ruth Hampson
Cora Molyneaux
Reuben and Laura Warner
Julie Carlson
Ethel Sieber
Grace Loomis
Lillian Loomis

Pearl Tiffany

. . . . 1907

EIGHTEEN

first minister who devoted his en

tire ministry of forty years to the
First Church. Of the sixty-eight
members in this year's John Warham Club, six have been members
for more than seventy years.

Florence Ellsworth . . .
. . . .. . . ► . . 1924
LoisTaylor
.1924
Doris Chamberlin
. i . ... . . . . . 1925
loia English . . .. . . .1."^. ..C.
1925

Carolyn E. Conklin
Ruth Conklin
John H. Conklin

Lillian Oilman

, ; ... ,

1925

1932
1932
1932

.^ . .

Raymond and Frances Alger . . .. . . . 1933

Anna Hornsby . . . . . . .. y. c; . . . . . . 1925

Robert and Martha Hoskins
Edith Schock

^

. . . 1907
. 1911

Arthur N. Matthews

Stewart and Mary Waterhoiise . . . . . . 1934

Mildred Neal

- .

. . 1913
1915
1917
1919
. . . 1919
1919
1920
1921
1921
. . 1921

1921

Laura Banta
.... . . .
1923
Robert Belden
1923
Bethel Lemmerman . i .. . . .... . . . . . 1923

Dorothy Blake

years. The club is named for our

1924

Warren J. Kennedy . .
Louise Dunklee

. . , 1925
1925

• • • 1926
1928

Mary Parker . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . .. . 1928
Aaron P. Pratt, Jr. . .
1929
Rachel Benson
Marion Thrall

1930
1930

Margaret Loeffler . . . . .. . . . (1924 — 1959)
(1964—1979)
Alden H. Alford
1931
Wilson H. Alford
. . . . 1931
Cary Nearing
1931
William H. Parker . . . ... v .,.. . .:. 1931
June Shafer
. • • •> .^
. 1932
Arthur S. Wallace . . . . y. .. . . v
1932

Mildred O'Neill

1933
1933
. . . . . . 1935

Jean Hotchkiss
Merriam Davis
Albert Oilman
Louise Linden West . . .

1936
. . . 1936
1937
. . . . . . . . 1937

Ralph Loomer
;
Mary Ransom
.i,. ...
Dorothea Tryon
. . .
Elizabeth Gallic .. . ! . .
Marian Bond
. . . . . . .
Jean Loomer
. . . . ^ > . C.. . . . .
Ada Smith
.1. ... . . . .
Robert W. Voorhies . .'.. y... . . .. . .

Lillian Wightman

1937
1937
1937
1938
1939
1939
1939

1939
. 1939

Remembrances

building). Bessie Foye remembers
the women in the Hayden Station

of Tilings Past...

area baked the beans while

women from other parts of town
prepared the tables. Ruth Porteus
says men were not allowed in the

kitchen. The women prepared
everything. On one such evening

Personal

Glimpses
From The

John Warham
"

Club

J-

a considerable discussion devel

oped when it was announced that
the price per plate might have to
be raised from ten to fifteen cents.
Raising money for needed re
pairs and renovations was never
an easy task. But on one occasion
in 1925, the men and women of
First Church made a commitment

.-'

"You have let me experience the Joys of
life and the exquisite pleasures of your
own eternal presence."
Psalm 16:11 (Living Bible)

John Warham Club members
recall the earlier times and a dif
ferent kind of church life from

what we experience today. In
those days, the Church was the
community. Sunday morning
worship was the highlight of the
week. The congregation solemnly
entered the Meetinghouse and sat
in their accustomed pews to lis

that we did not allow such com

ten to the words of the minister.

plexities to deter us from proclaim

But there was a lighter side. The
Church was also the center of

many social activities. Jane Wear
■} ''^~:~i&--^-£^

vsasr-

to raise $15,000 in a special five
year pledge. The purpose of the
money was to refurbish the Meet
inghouse, the parsonage at 143
Palisado Avenue, and the Parish
House in preparation for the 1930
Tercentenary. Ken Barber
remembers that although we
didn't make the $15,000 we final
ly did reach $12,500 by 1930.
This is significant when compared
to the regular pledge support of
the annual budget in those years
of under $7000.
Since our Tercentenary fifty
years ago, the world has changed
enormously. Technological ad
vances have given birth to com
plex social and political problems.
Outwardly, our security and sense
of stability appear threatened from
time to time by events occurring
in distant places as well as at
home. We have shown, however,

ing recalls the ham and bean sup
pers at the old Parish House
(presently Johnson's Floor Cover
ing building) and later, in 1904, at
the new Parish House (presently
Washington Lodge #70 AF&AM

ing the Gospel. The inner strength
and visionary spirit alluded to in
the foreword is God's gift to us. A
hint of that inner strength and vi
sionary spirit is expressed by Mrs.
Sylvia (Ma) Abell, our oldest
member. With keen perception,
she says, "The church is much
friendlier now."
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Araiiversary
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